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Pacing Guide 
This pacing guide provides a map for instructing the required standards in a logical sequence.  Just as a map may show multiple routes for arriving at a destination, 
a pacing document is simply a guide for ensuring all standards are instructed within an academic school year.  While it is the expectation that standards noted in a 
specified nine weeks be instructed within that period, teachers have the professional liberty to teach these standards in a preferred order during that nine-weeks 
period.   
 
Teachers are certainly the authority on how to teach the standard.  Teaching grade-level standards to a depth that ensures students master the content by the end 
of the school year is the goal.  Teachers must teach a curriculum that favors depth over breadth rather than being an inch deep and a mile wide. Assessing the 
learning needs of each student and providing interventions to help students master grade-level standards are critical to student academic growth.  
 
Integration of social studies and/or science standards in ELA and math instruction is encouraged as feasible.  Teacher collaboration for the purpose of integrating 
instruction of literacy, social studies, and/or science standards will enhance the total instructional program of a school.   

 
 
 
Reading Model 
Grades K – 8 models for teaching literacy are embedded in our instructional culture.  These research-based models are intended to provide a framework for 
planning instruction.  Critical components include whole group and small group instruction.  Grade-level standards are taught to all students during whole group 
instruction, where activities are differentiated for students as needed.   During small group instruction, students have the opportunity to read on their instructional 
level and teachers address skill deficits identified through formative assessments.  Additionally, independent reading provides essential practice which promotes 
increased fluency and a love of reading.  Read-alouds provide opportunity for teachers to model appropriate fluency and expression.  Suggested instructional times 
are noted for each component.  These times are simply a guide, not a requirement for daily instruction.  It is expected that small group instruction of all struggling 
readers be scheduled daily.        
 
 
 
Learning Targets 
Learning targets are statements of what we want students to learn and be able to do.  The intention for the lesson is one of the most important things students 
should learn.  Students who don’t know the intention of a lesson expend precious time and energy trying to figure out what their teachers expect them to learn.   

Moss, C., Brookhart, S. & Long, B. (March 2011). Knowing Your Learning Target. Educational Leadership. 66-69. Print  

Learning targets are noted below each standard in social studies.  The targets listed provide a starting point.  As teachers discuss the meaning of individual 
standards, additional targets that show what students should learn and the depth of the expected learning will be identified. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Tennessee State Standards 

   ---Format and Key Terms 
 

The standards for ELA are divided into six strands: 

 Reading: Literature (RL) 

 Reading: Informational Text (RI) 

 Reading: Foundational Skills (K-5) (RF) 

 Writing (W) 

 Speaking and Listening (SL) 

 Language (L) 

A set of College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, which spell out the ultimate expectations for college- and career-ready students, forms the pinnacle of 
each strand. At each K-12 grade level, the Anchor Standards are represented by specific iterations outlining the progression of skills as students move through the 
grades.   

Standard notation is as follows:  RL.6.2 → Reading Literature. Grade 6. Standard  

  



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Fiction and Nonfiction (Weeks 1-3) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  Word Study 

(minimal list) 
Writing  

Vocabulary 
(minimal list) 

  Reading Focus: 

Making and Revising 

Predictions  

Using Prior Knowledge 

Reading Skills: 

Determining Themes in 

Fiction  (RL6.2) 

Plot  (RL6.3) 

Narrator and Point of View 
(RL6.6)  

  

Informational  Text:  

Analyze Structural Features 

Determining Central Idea 

(RI6.5) 

Comparing Literary Works  

Fiction and Nonfiction (RL6.2, 
RL6.4) 

  

Collaborative Discussions/ 

Accountable Talk  

(SL6.1, 1a-1d) 

SSR:  

15-20 minutes daily  

  

Conference required 

beginning after Labor Day. 

Refer to pages 34-41 of The 

Teacher’s Guide to Big Blocks 

for SSR information.  

  

Reader’s Notebook: See page 

173 regarding questions when 

reading fiction and nonfiction.   

L.6.4b 

L.6.4c., 

L.6.4d. 

L.6.5c. 

Prefixes: 

Pre-    Be-  

Suffixes:   

-ation  

-able  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

  

  

Writing Workshop  
Narrative Writing  

(W6.3, 3a-3e),  
(W6.4) 

 
Language: 

L.6.2 

Nouns  

• Common  

• Proper  

• Possessive  

• Singular/Plural 

Capitalization 

Punctuation  

Spelling  

  

  

L.6.4b 

L.6.4c., 

L.6.4d. 

L.6.5c. 

Theme 

 Plot 

Predictions 

Central Idea 

Narrator  

Point of View 

Fiction 

Nonfiction 

Prefix      

Suffix     

Genre  

TextStructure 

12    powerful    words      

Tier II words from stories  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  
  

Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  
Student Edition (Pg1-91), Teacher Edition (Pg.1-91)  Selection Test Unit Resources 1 (Pgs. 42-47, 63-68, 81-86, 102-107)* optional 

Test Practice: Making Predictions (Pg. SE 64-65)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works: Test Unit Resources 1 (Pg119-124)*optional  

  

Diagnostic Test Unit Resources 1 (Pg. 5-10) *optional  

  

Spiral Review:*optional  

 Plot: (Pgs. SE 26, 35)  

 Narrator and Point of View (Pgs. SE 48,65)  

 Comparing Literary Works: Fiction and Nonfiction (Pgs. SE 145, 151)  

  

Benchmark Test Unit Resources 1 (Pgs. 127.132)*optional  

Literary Analysis Workshop: Fiction and Nonfiction  

 Determining Themes in Fiction (Pg.6)  

 Determining Central Idea in Nonfiction (Pg.7)  

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair)  

More Accessible Selection (Pg 24), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 32)  

More Accessible Selection (Pg 46), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 54)  

Comparing Literary Works:  

 Fiction and Nonfiction (Pg.72-85)  

Writing Workshop: Narrative Writing (W6.3, a-e), (W6.4) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus (Pg. 162-163)  

Communication Workshop: Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk  (SL6.1,1a-1d) 

Close Read  Additional Resources  

A Close Reading is required twice during a 9 week period – choices may include, but not 

limited to:  

 www.newsela.com   www.readworks.org   

           Theme in Fiction and Central Idea in Nonfiction (Pgs. 8-19) (RL6.2, RI6.2) 

 

  www.tweentribune.com  
www.learnzillion.com  
www.achievethecore.org 
 

http://www.commonlit.org/  
https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

 

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RL.6.2 

 I can examine the plot (events) to determine a theme or central idea (what the text is 

“really about”) of a text. 

 I can explain how the author uses details to make the theme clear or central idea 

clear. 

 I can summarize the text without my opinion or feelings. 

RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well 

as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

RL.6.3 

 I can define and identify the elements of a plot structure (introduction, rising action, 

climax, falling action, and resolution). 

 I can explain how plot is developed by key events and situations experienced by the 

characters. 

 I can explain the qualities of characters based on direct evidence (qualities stated)/ 

indirect evidence (inferred qualities) in the text. 

 I can explain how characters change throughout a story 

RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone 

RL.6.4 

 I can identify figurative language in the text (e.g. simile, metaphor, hyperbole, 

personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 

 I can figure out the intended meaning of the figurative language. 

 I can identify words I do not know and use strategies (context clues, glossary, 

dictionary, etc.) to figure out their meaning. 

 I can recognize the difference between denotative (dictionary) meanings of words 

and connotative (hinted) meanings of words. 

 I can explain why authors choose words and phrases (tone) to create an overall feel 

(mood) for the reader. 

RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. RL.6.6 

 I can identify narrator’s point of view as: 

 first person (narrator tells about her/himself; “I”) 

 second person (narrator speaks directly to reader; “you”) 

 third person (narrator tells about others; “he/she/it”) 

 third person limited (narrator tells about others but knows the thoughts of one 

character), or 

 third person omniscient (narrator tells the story about the others and knows 

the thoughts of all characters) 

 I can explain how an author develops the narrator’s point of view by  revealing 

thoughts, feelings, actions, and spoken words. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments 

RI.6.2 

 I can find a main idea of the text. 

 I can identify how the author uses details to support a main idea. 

 I can summarize the text without my opinion or feelings. 

  



 

RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.6.5 

• I can locate evidence in a text that supports its main idea. 

• I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

section. 

• I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section contributes 

(adds) to the overall text and its meaning. 

Writing: Narrative 
W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences 

W.6.3 

 I can write a narrative using descriptive details and a structured sequence of events. 

 I can write a narrative about a real or imagined experience or event. 

W.6.3a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

. W.6.3a 

 I can describe a variety of ways authors engage readers. 

 I can establish a context within my writing by introducing a narrator and/or 

characters. 

 I can organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

 I can use a variety of techniques to engage the reader and establish context 

W.6.3b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters. 

W.6.3b 

 I can analyze narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing and description to 

develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imaginative experiences or events using 

narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing and description. 

W.6.3c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal 
shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

W.6.3c 

 I can identify transitional words, phrases and clauses that signal change in a 

narrative, 

 I can identify how writers use transitional words, phrases, clauses to signal change in 

a narrative. 

 I can critique a variety of transition words, phrases and clauses that convey sequence 

and signal shift from one time frame or setting. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imaginative experiences or events that 

uses a variety of transitions to convey sequence and signal shifts  W.6.3d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 

convey experiences and events. 

W.6.3d 

 I can use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details and sensory 

language to develop experiences and events. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imaginative experiences or events that 

uses appropriate, precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and 

sensory language. 

 W.6.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. W.6.3e 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imaginative experiences or events that 

includes a conclusion. 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.6.4 

 I can produce a written work that is clear, coherent, and appropriate to the task, 
purpose, and audience 

  



 

  
Speaking and Listening: Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk 

SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.6.1 

• I can engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussion. 

SL.6.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly 

draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and 

reflect on ideas under discussion 

SL.6.1a 

• I can reflect on discussion topics using evidence from the text, issue, and/or topic. 

• I can justify ideas and responses shared with evidence from topic to text. 

• I can formulate comments, questions, and responses based on evidence from the 

text or topic. 

• I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing knowledge of grade 6 

topics and texts. 

SL.6.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define 

individual roles as needed. 

SL.6.1b 

• I can identify components of a formal discussion. 

• I can define individual roles for particular discussions. 

• I can collaborate to set goals and deadlines. 

• I can evaluate implementation of formal discussions. 

• I can follow agreed-upon rules during discussions. 

• I can carry out assigned roles during discussions. 

SL.6.1c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making 

comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

SL.6.1c 

• I can reflect on discussion topics using evidence from text, issue, and/or topic. 

• I can engage in a variety of discussion by listening and sharing knowledge of grade 6 

topics and texts. 

• I can pose specific questions to clarify understanding and probe ideas presented. 

• I can respond to questions with detail, using evidence from the topic or text. 

• I can connect comments to the remarks of others. 

• I can express ideas clearly, referencing evidence from the topic or text. 

SL.6.1d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing. 

SL.6.1d 

• I can identify key ideas from reading material. 

• I can recognize multiple perspectives and opposing viewpoints posed during 

discussions or presentations. 

• I can paraphrase and reflect on multiple perspectives posed in discussions. 

• I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing knowledge of grade 6 

topics and texts. 

Language 
L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.6.2 

 I can demonstrate the correct use of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing 

L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech. 

L.6.4c 

 I can identify the function of common reference materials ( e.g.., dictionary, glossary, 

thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

 I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

 I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 
word, clarify word’s precise meaning, and determine a word’s part of  speech. 

L.6.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.6.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 



 

 

L.6.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

L.6.5c 

 I can define the terms denotations and connotations of words. 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., sting, 

scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty) 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Fiction and Nonfiction (Weeks 4-6) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  

Reading Focus:   

 Fact and Opinion  

Recognize Clues That 

Indicate Fact and 

Opinion  

Check Resources When 

Distinguishing  Fact From 

Opinion  (RI6.8) 

Reading Skills: 

Literature:  

Tone (RL6.4) 

Informational Text: 

Author’s Perspective 

(RI6.6) 

Make and Support Assertions 

Comparing Literary Works: 

Symbolism (RL6.2, RL6.4) 

Skill:  

Collaborative 

Discussions/Accountable Talk  

(SL6.1, 1a-1d) 

SSR:  

15-20 minutes daily 

Conferencing Required after 

Labor Day  

  

Refer to pages 34-41 of The 

Teacher’s Guide to Big Blocks 

for SSR information.  

  

Reader’s Notebook -  

See page 173 regarding 

questions when reading 

fiction and nonfiction.  

  

   

Word 

Study:     

L6.4b 

L6.4c., 

L6.4d. 

L6.5c  

Roots:   

-sequ-  

-sec-  

-pel-  

-pul-   

-scrib-  

-script-  

-met-  

-mens-  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing (W6.3,3a-3e) 

Narrative Writing 

Writing Trait:  

Conventions Revising 

for 

pronoun/antecedent 

agreement  

Language:        L6.2, L6.1a, 

L6.1b., L6.1c., L.6.1d. 

Capitalization  

Punctuation  

Spelling  

Nouns continue  

Pronouns/pronoun   

antecedent  

Vocabulary: (L6.4b) 

Theme 

Central Idea  

Author’s Point of View 

Connotation  

Tone 

Symbolism 

Fact/opinion 

Monologue  

Personal Anecdote 

Relevant Precise  

  

Tier II words from stories 

12 Powerful Words  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  
Student Edition (Pgs. 92-173), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 92-173)  Selection Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 146-151,167-172 / 185-190, 206-211)*optional  

Literary Analysis   Test Practice (Fact and Opinion): (Pgs. SE 132-133)*optional  

Author’s Perspective: (Pgs. 93, 101, 107) (RI6.6) Comparing Literary Works Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 223-228)*optional  

Tone: (Pgs. 111, 121, 129) (RL6.4) 

 

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Reading Skill (Fact and Opinion): (Pgs. 93, 101) (RI6.8) Author’s Perspective: (Pgs. SE 99, 105)  

  Tone: (Pgs. SE 118, 125)  

Reading for Information: (Pgs. 134-139)  Comparing Literary Works (symbolism): (Pgs. SE 145, 151)  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  Central Idea: (Pgs. 99, 105, 118, 125, 145, 151)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 96), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 104)  Benchmark Test 2: Unit Resources (Pgs. 234-232)*optional  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 114), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 124)  Performance Task: (Pgs. SE 170-171)*optional  

 Comparing Literary Works: (RL6.2, RL6.4) Assessment Workshop (Cumulative Review): (Pgs. SE 166-167)*optional  

Symbolism (Pgs. 140, 153)  Exam View Test Bank CD  

 Writing Workshop: Narrative Writing (W6.3,3a-3e) 

 Communication Workshop: Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk (SL6.1, 1a-1d) 

 Vocabulary Workshop: (L6.4b-4d,5c)Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus (Pgs. 162-163)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  

Required twice during a 9 week period – choices may include, but not limited to:   www.learnzillion.com  

 Theme in Fiction and Central Idea in Nonfiction (Pg. 8-19) (RL6.2, RI6.2) 

 

www.newsela.com  
www.tweentribune.com  

www.readworks.org 

http://www.commonlit.org/ 

www.achievethecore.org 

 

 

 https://ldc.org/  

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

 

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

. RL.6.2 

 I can examine the plot (events) to determine a theme or central idea (what the text is 

“really about”) of a text. 

 I can explain how the author uses details to make the theme clear or central idea 

clear. 

 I can summarize the text without my opinion or feelings. 

RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 

RL.6.4 

 I can identify figurative language in the text (e.g. simile, metaphor, hyperbole, 

personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 

 I can figure out the intended meaning of the figurative language. 

 I can identify words I do not know and use strategies (context clues, glossary, 

dictionary, etc.) to figure out their meaning. 

 I can recognize the difference between denotative (dictionary) meanings of words 

and connotative (hinted) meanings of words. 

 I can explain why authors choose words and phrases (tone) to create an overall feel 

(mood) for the reader. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain  how it is 

conveyed in the text. 

RI.6.6 

 I can identify author’s point of view in a text. 

 I can identify author’s purpose in a text. 

 I can explain how an author develops the point of view or purpose by revealing 

thoughts, feelings, actions, and spoken words. 

RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

RI.6.7 

 I can put together information gathered from different types of media or formats 

(text, video, sound, graphs, pictures, diagrams, charts, etc.) to develop a clear 

understanding of a topic or issue. 

RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims 

that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

RI.6.8 

 I can identify the side of an argument an author presents in a text. 

 I can evaluate arguments and claims (ideas) that are supported by fact(s) and those 

that are opinion(s). 

 I can judge the argument an author provides to decide if it is well supported by 

evidence. 

Writing: Narrative Text 
W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences 

W.6.3 

 I can write a narrative using descriptive details and a structured sequence of events. 

 I can write a narrative about a real or imagined experience or event. 

W.6.3a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

W.6.3a 

 I can describe a variety of ways authors engage readers. 

 I can establish a context within my writing by introducing a narrator and/or 

characters. 

 I can organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

 I can use a variety of techniques to engage the reader and establish context 



 

W.6.3b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters. 

W.6.3b 

 I can analyze narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing and description to 

develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imaginative experiences or events using 

narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing and description. 

W.6.3c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal 

shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

W.6.3c 

 I can identify transitional words, phrases and clauses that signal change in a 

narrative, 

 I can identify how writers use transitional words, phrases, clauses to signal change in 

a narrative. 

 I can critique a variety of transition words, phrases and clauses that convey sequence 

and signal shift from one time frame or setting. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imaginative experiences or events that uses 

a variety of transitions to convey sequence and signal shifts. 

W.6.3d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 

convey experiences and events. 

W.6.3d 

 I can use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details and sensory 

language to develop experiences and events. 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imaginative experiences or events that uses 

appropriate, precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 

language. 

W.6.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. W.6.3e 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imaginative experiences or events that 

includes a conclusion. 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.6.4 

 I can produce a written work that is clear, coherent, and appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening: Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk 
SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.6.1 

• I can engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussion. 

SL.6.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly 

draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and 

reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.6.1a 

• I can reflect on discussion topics using evidence from the text, issue, and/or topic. 

• I can justify ideas and responses shared with evidence from topic to text. 

• I can formulate comments, questions, and responses based on evidence from the 

text or topic. 

• I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing knowledge of grade 6 

topics and texts. 

SL.6.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define 

individual roles as needed. 

SL.6.1b 

• I can identify components of a formal discussion. 

• I can define individual roles for particular discussions. 

• I can collaborate to set goals and deadlines. 

• I can evaluate implementation of formal discussions. 

• I can follow agreed-upon rules during discussions. 

• I can carry out assigned roles during discussions. 

  



 

SL.6.1c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making 

comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

SL.6.1c 

• I can reflect on discussion topics using evidence from text, issue, and/or topic. 

• I can engage in a variety of discussion by listening and sharing knowledge of grade 6 

topics and texts. 

• I can pose specific questions to clarify understanding and probe ideas presented. 

• I can respond to questions with detail, using evidence from the topic or text. 

• I can connect comments to the remarks of others. 

• I can express ideas clearly, referencing evidence from the topic or text. 

SL.6.1d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple 

perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing. 

SL.6.1d 

• I can identify key ideas from reading material. 

• I can recognize multiple perspectives and opposing viewpoints posed during 

discussions or presentations. 

• I can paraphrase and reflect on multiple perspectives posed in discussions. 

• I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing knowledge of grade 6 

topics and texts. 

Language 
L.6.1a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive).  
L.6.1b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).  
L.6.1c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.  
L.6.1d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous 

antecedents). 

L.6.1d 

 I can place pronouns in the proper case when writing. 

 I can use intensive pronouns correctly in my writing. 

 I can use indefinite pronouns correctly in my writing. 

 I can use correct pronoun number and person in my writing 

L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech 

L.6.4c 

 I can identify the function of common reference materials ( e.g.., dictionary, glossary, 
thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

 I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

 I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 

word, clarify word’s precise meaning, and determine a word’s part of speech 

L.6.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.6.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 

L.6.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

L.6.5c 

 I can define the terms denotations and connotations of words. 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., sting, 

scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Short Stories (Weeks 7-9) Prentice 
Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  

Reading Focus:   

 Making Inferences  

Use Details   

Use Prior Knowledge  

Reading  Skills:  

 Literature:  (RL6.1,RL6.3) 

Analyzing Structure 

Conflict and Resolution 

Characterization 

Informational Text:  

(RI6.5, RI6.7) 

Use Text Aids and Features 

Comparing Literary Works: 

Characters’ Motives  

Evaluating a Persuasive 

Message (SL6.2, SL6.3) 
SSR:  

15-20 minutes daily 

Conferencing Required  

  

Reader’s Notebook -  

See page 373 regarding 

questions when reading 

short stories.  

  

   

Word 

Study:  

(L6.4b), 

L6.4c., 

L6.4d. 

L6.5c 

Prefixes:   dis-  

re-  

ex-  

in-  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Mode: 

(W6.1,1a-1e, 

W6.4) 

Argumentative 

Writing 

Response to Literature 

Writing Trait:   

Voice  

Let Your Voice Be Heard  

Conventions  

 Correcting errors with 

verbs  

Language: L.6.1 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

     Verbs  

Vocabulary:  L6.4b 

 Tier II words from stories  

 12 Powerful Words  

 Conflict, internal and 

external conflict, 

characterization traits, 

resolution, short story, 

structure, inference, 

compare, contrast, prior 

knowledge, persuasive, 

motives, voice, verb, plot, 

setting, rising action, 

falling action, climax, 

exposition  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  
Student Edition (Pgs. 175-269), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 175-269)  

 Literary Analysis Workshop: Short Stories  

Elements of a Short Story (Pg. 178)  

Analyzing Structure, Conflict, and Characterization (Pg. 180)  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  
More Assessable Selection (Pg. 192), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 

206)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 222), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 

234)  

 Comparing Literary Works:  

Characters’ Motives (Pgs. 250-263)  

Writing Workshop: Argumentative Text: (W6.1,1a-1e, W6.4) 

Response to Literature (Pgs.264- 269)  

Communication Workshop: (SL6.2, SL6.3) Evaluating a Persuasive 

Message (Pgs. 364- 365)  

Vocabulary Workshop: (L6.4b-c) Word Origins (Pgs. 362-363)  

Selection Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 146-151,167-172 / 185-190, 206-211)*optional 

Test Practice (Fact and Opinion): (Pgs. SE 132-133)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 223-228)*optional 

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Author’s Perspective: (Pgs. SE 99, 105)  

Tone: (Pgs. SE 118, 125)  

Comparing Literary Works (symbolism): (Pgs. SE 145, 151) 

Central Idea: (Pgs. 99, 105, 118, 125, 145, 151)*optional 

Benchmark Test 2: Unit Resources (Pgs. 234-232)*optional 

Performance Task: (Pgs. SE 170-171)*optional  

Assessment Workshop (Cumulative Review): (Pgs. SE 166-167)*optional 

Exam View Test Bank CD  

Not Optional:  Common Assessments (Required every other week) 

Close Read  Additional Resources  

Required twice during a 9 week period – choices may include, but not 

limited to:  

 Elements of a Short Story (Pgs. 182-187) (RL6.3, RL6.5) 

 

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com  

www.achievethecore.org 

 

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

http://www.commonlit.org/ 

https://ldc.org/  

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

 

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

. RL.6.1 

 I can find the answers “right there’ (explicitly) in the text and give evidence from  the 

text to support my thinking. 

 I can use information from the text and combine it with information of my own to 

come up with what the author is saying. (Inferring) 

RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well 

as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

RL.6.3 

 I can define and identify the elements of a plot structure (introduction, rising action, 

climax, falling action, and resolution). 

 I can explain how plot is developed by key events and situations experienced by the 

characters. 

 I can explain the qualities of characters based on direct evidence (qualities stated)/ 

indirect evidence (inferred qualities) in the text. 

 I can explain how characters change throughout a story. 

RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

RL.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its theme, setting, or plot. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

stanza. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or stanza contributes to 
the overall text (theme, setting, or plot). 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its main idea. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

section. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section contributes 

(adds) to the overall text and its meaning. 

RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

RI.6.7 

• I can put together information gathered from different types of media or formats 

(text, video, sound, graphs, pictures, diagrams, charts, etc.) to develop a clear 

understanding of a topic or issue. 

Writing: Argumentative Text: Response to Literature 
W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. W.6.1 

 I can identify claims, reasons, and relevant evidence within text 

W.6.1a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly W.6.1a 

 I can determine how to introduce claim(s). 

 I can write an argument, introducing the claim and organizing the reasons and 
evidence clearly to support the claim. 

  



 

W.6.1b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources 

and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

W.6.1b 

 I can identify credible sources. 

 I can recognize claims, relevance and evidence within text. 

 I can organize reasons and evidence clearly. 

 I can formulate support for claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 I can evaluate the credibility of sources used and relevance of the evidence. 

 I can demonstrate an understanding or the topic or text. 

 I can write an augment to support claims, including: claims supported by clear 

reasons and relevant evidence, credible sources and a clear understanding of the 

topic or text under investigation. 
W.6.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and 

reasons. 

W.6.1c 

 I can recognize words, phrases and clauses that show relationships among claim(s) 
and reasons. 

 I can clarify relationships among claims and reasons. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, including words, phrases, and clauses that 

clarify relationships among claim(s) and reasons 

W.6.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style W.6.1d 

 I can identify and define formal style 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, including clear reasons and relevant 

evidence, which establishes and maintains a formal style. 

W.6.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument 

presented. 

W.6.1e 

 I can explain the argument presented. 

 I can plan an appropriate concluding statement that follows from the argument 

presented. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, which includes a concluding statement or 
section that follows from the argument presented. 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.6.4 

 I can produce a written work that is clear, coherent, and appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Evaluating a Persuasive Message 
SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) and explains how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

SL.6.2 

 I can summarize the key ideas presented in variety of media and formats (e.g., charts, 

graphs, tables, websites, speeches, video clips, etc.). 

 I can explain how media and formats add meaning to a topic, text, or issue 

SL.6.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 

supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not 

SL.6.3 

• I can define and identify: arguments, claims, reasons, and evidence. 

• I can distinguish between supported and unsupported claims. 

• I can identify a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

Language 
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

L.6.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

L.6.4b 

 I can use grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots to figure out word 
meanings. 



 

 

L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech 

L.6.4c 

 I can identify the function of common reference materials ( e.g.., dictionary, glossary, 

thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

 I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

 I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 

word, clarify word’s precise meaning, and determine a word’s part of speech. 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Short Stories (Weeks 10-12) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus:   

 Drawing Conclusions  

Ask Questions to Draw 

Conclusions  

Use Prior Knowledge 

Reading Skill:   Literature:  

 Theme (RL6.2) 

 Setting (RL6.5) 

 Informational Text: 

RI.6.3 RI.6.5  

 Analyze Compare   

and   Contrast 

Organization  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Setting and Theme 
(RL6.2.RL6.5) 

Communication Workshop:  

Evaluating a 

Persuasive Message 

(SL6.3,SL6.2) 

SSR:  

15-20 Minutes Required 

Daily  

Conferencing Required Daily  

  

  

  

Roots:  L6.4, L6.4b,L6.4c. 

-migr-  

-clin-  

-tempor-  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop 

W6.1, W.6.1a-1e, 

W6.4 

Argumentative 

Writing 

 

Writing Trait:  

Conventions  

Verb Tense  

Language: L.6.1 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

  

Verbs   

Academic Words: 

story elements 

defend    

oppose 

resources  

 resolve  

 issues  

 infer  

 verb 

description 

interview 

narration 

relevant 

etymology  

12 Powerful words,  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 270-373), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 270-373) 

Literary Analysis   

Theme: (Pgs. 271, 283, 297) Setting: (Pgs. 301, 315, 329)    

Reading Skill (Drawing Conclusions): (Pgs. 271, 283, 297, 301, 315, 329) 

Research and Technology (Presentation): (Pg. 331)  

Reading for Information:  Analyzing Expository and Functional Text (Pgs. 

334-339)  

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

 More Assessable Selection (Pg. 274,), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 

286)  

 More Assessable Selection (Pg. 304), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 

318)  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Comparing Setting and Theme (Pgs. 342-353)  

Writing Workshop: Argumentative Writing 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating a Persuasive Message (Pg. 364-365) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Word Origins (Pg. 362-362)  

Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs.139-144, 160-165, 178-183, 199-204)*optional 

Test Practice (Drawing Conclusions): (Pgs. SE 332-333)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 216-221)*optional  

  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

 Comparing Literary Works:   

 Plot: (Pgs. SE 347, 351)  

 Resolution: (Pgs. SE  282, 296, 125, 145, 151)  

 Character and Conflict: (Pgs. SE 308, 327)  

  

Benchmark Test 2: Unit Resources (Pgs. 234-232)*optional 

Performance Task: (Pgs. SE 370-371)*optional  

Assessment Workshop (Cumulative Review): (Pgs. SE 366-367)*optional 

Exam View Test Bank CD  

Common Assessments are required every two weeks  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

From “The Old Grandfather and His Little Grand Son” (Pgs.182-187)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com  

www.achievethecore.org 

 

 

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://wikis.robcoschools.ds/groups/middleschoolreadingandlanguageart
http://wikis.robcoschools.ds/groups/middleschoolreadingandlanguageart
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments 

RL.6.2 

 I can define “theme.” 

 I can examine the plot (events) to determine a theme (what the text is “really 

about”). 

 I can explain how the author uses details to make the theme clear. 

 I can summarize the text without my opinion or feelings. 

RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

RL.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its theme, setting, or plot. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, ot 

stanza. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or stanza contributes to 

the overall text (theme, setting, or plot). 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

RI.6.3 

 I can identify which people, ideas, and/or events are important for the text to be true. 

 I can explain how an author uses examples to tell me about people, ideas, and/or 

events. 

 I can explain how an author uses details about people, ideas, and/or events to affect 

the text. 

RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its main idea. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

section. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section contributes 

(adds) to the overall text and its meaning 

Writing Workshop: Argumentative Writing 
W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence W.6.1 

 I can identify claims, reasons, and relevant evidence within text 

W.6.1a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly W.6.1a 

 I can determine how to introduce claim(s). 

 I can write an argument, introducing the claim and organizing the reasons and 
evidence clearly to support the claim. 

W.6.1b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible 

sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text 

W.6.1b 

 I can identify credible sources. 

 I can recognize claims, relevance and evidence within text. 

 I can organize reasons and evidence clearly. 

 I can formulate support for claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 I can evaluate the credibility of sources used and relevance of the evidence. 

 I can demonstrate an understanding or the topic or text. 

 I can write an augment to support claims, including: claims supported by clear 

reasons and relevant evidence, credible sources and a clear understanding of the 

topic or text under investigation. 



 

W.6.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and 

reasons. 

W.6.1c 

 I can recognize words, phrases and clauses that show relationships among claim(s) 
and reasons. 

 I can clarify relationships among claims and reasons. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, including words, phrases, and clauses 
that clarify relationships among claim(s) and reasons 

W.6.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.6.1d 

 I can identify and define formal style 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, including clear reasons and relevant 

evidence, which establishes and maintains a formal style. 

W.6.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. W.6.1e 

 I can explain the argument presented. 

 I can plan an appropriate concluding statement that follows from the argument 

presented. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, which includes a concluding 

statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.6.4 

 I can produce a written work that is clear, coherent, and appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Evaluating a Persuasive Message 
SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) and explains how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

SL.6.2 

 I can summarize the key ideas presented in variety of media and formats (e.g., charts, 

graphs, tables, websites, speeches, video clips, etc.). 

 I can explain how media and formats add meaning to a topic, text, or issue 

SL.6.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 

supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

SL.6.3 

• I can define and identify: arguments, claims, reasons, and evidence. 

• I can distinguish between supported and unsupported claims. 

• I can identify a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

Language 
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

L.6.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

L.6.4b 

 I can use grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots to figure out word 

meanings. 

L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech. 

L.6.4c 

 I can identify the function of common reference materials (e.g.. dictionary, glossary, 
thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

 I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

 I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 

word, clarify word’s precise meaning, and determine a word’s part of speech 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Types of Nonfiction (Weeks 13-15)  

Prentice Hall Literature Series  
Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus:   Communication  SSR:  

Required  in  the  

RCS Reading Model  

15-20 Minutes 

Required Daily  

 Conferencing Required 

Daily  

  

Reader’s  Notebook  -    

See page 545 regarding 

questions when reading 

fiction  and  nonfiction  

  

  

  

Prefixes:  L.6.4.b, L.6.4a Writing Workshop:   W.6.2 

W.6.2a-2f), W.6.4 

IExplanatory: Essay Writing  

   

Trait:   

Organization  

Making Each Step Clear  

Conventions  

Revising for Correct Use of Troublesome 

Modifiers  

Language: L.6.1 

L.6.4. 

Capitalization 

Punctuation  

    Adjectives / Adverbs/Troublesome Words  

Vocabulary:  L.6.6, L.6.4a 

Author’s Purpose (RI.6.6) Workshop:  sup-  Author’s Purpose  
  Problem-Solution Proposal  

(SL.6.4, L.6.1e.) 
super-  Point of View  

Reading Skills:  RI6.4 
 

ir-  Tone  
Informational Text:   

 Recognize Details that 

Indicate an Author’s 

Purpose (RI6.6,RI6.4) 

 Ask Questions to 

Determine an Author’s 

Purpose (RI6.6) 

 Evaluate Author’s 
Conclusions 
(RI6.3,RI6.8) 

Comparing Literary Works: 

Biography and  

  
Suffixes:   

-ance  

-ity  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Forms of Nonfiction  

Inform  

Persuade  

Entertain  

Describe  

Express  

Word Choice  

Connotation  

  

Tier II words from stories 

Autobiography (RI6.6) 

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 374-467), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 374-467)  

 Literary Analysis Workshop: Types of Nonfiction  

Elements of Nonfiction (Pg. 378)  

Determining Author’s Purpose and Point of View (Pg.  380)  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  
More Assessable Selection (Pg. 398), More Challenging Selection (Pg.   406)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 422), More Challenging Selection (Pg.   428)  

 Comparing Literary Works:  

Comparing Literary Works (Pgs. 444-461)  

 Writing Workshop:  
Work in Progress:    

Prewriting for Exposition (Pg. 417, 435) 

Write an Explanatory Text (Pg. 462)  

Communication Workshop: Problem-Solution Proposal (Pg.536-537) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Words with Multiple Meanings (Pg.534-535)  

Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs. 35-40, 56-61, 74-79, 95-100,)*optional  

Test Practice (Drawing Conclusions): (Pgs. SE 436-437)  

Comparing Literary Works Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 112-117)  

Spiral Review:    

Word Choice: (Pgs. SE  399, 409, 447,   456)  

Development of Ideas: ( Pgs. SE   430)  

Comparing Literary Works: Characters’ Motives (Pgs. SE   258, 262)  

Benchmark Test 5: Unit Resources (Pgs. 120-125)  

Performance Task: (Pgs. SE 542-543)  

Assessment Workshop (Cumulative Review): (Pgs. SE 538-541)  

Exam View Test Bank CD  

Common Assessments are required every two weeks  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  www.achievethecore.org          www.learnzillion.com  

    Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  www.newsela.com   

  “Rambling ‘Round” (Pgs.382-385) From Freedom Walkers: The  www.tweentribune.com  www.readworks.org  

Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott (Pg.413)  http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/  
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

RI.6.3 

 I can identify which people, ideas, and/or events are important for the text to be 

true. 

 I can explain how an author uses examples to tell me about people, ideas, and/or 

events. 

 I can explain how an author uses details about people, ideas, and/or events to affect 

the text. 

RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

RI.6.4 

• I can identify figurative language in the text (e.g., simile, metaphor, hyperbole, 

personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 

• I can figure out the intended meaning of the figurative language. 

• I can recognize words that have technical meaning and understand their purpose in a 

specific text (e.g. “stem” in an article about flowers versus “stem” in an article about 

cell research). 

• I can identify words I do not know and use strategies (context clues, glossary, 

dictionary, etc.) to figure out their meaning. 

• I can recognize the difference between denotative (dictionary) meanings of words 

and connotative (hinted) meanings of words 

RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.6.5 

• I can locate evidence in a text that supports its main idea. 

• I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

section. 

• I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section contributes 

(adds) to the overall text and its meaning. 

RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 

conveyed in the text. 

RI.6.6 

• I can figure out an author’s point of view (how the author feels about the situation or 

topic). 

• I can figure out an author’s reason for writing the text. 

• I can explain how an author developed the point of view by revealing thoughts, 

feelings, actions, and/or spoken words 

Writing Workshop: Explanatory: Essay Writing 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.6.2 

 I can identify components of informative/explanatory text. 

 I can write informative/explanatory texts to: examine a topic, convey ideas, concepts 

and information through text selection, organization and analysis of relevant content 

W.6.2a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as 

definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

W.6.2a 

 I can determine when to include: formatting, graphics, multimedia to aid in 

comprehension. 

 I can determine how to organize: ideas, concepts and information. 

 I can determine when to use various strategies such as: definitions classification, 

comparison/contrast and cause/effect. 

 I can write informative/explanatory texts to: examine a topic, convey ideas, concepts 



 

 and information through text selections, organization, and analysis of relevant 

content. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as: definitions, 

classification, comparison/contrast or cause/effect. 

 I can use: formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful in aiding 

comprehension. 

W.6.2b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples. 

W.6.2b 

 I can identify relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples. 

 I can develop a topic with: relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
other information and examples. 

 I can introduce and develop a topic in text with relevant facts, definitions concrete 

details, quotations other information and examples. 

W.6.2c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. W.6.2c 

 I can identify various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can select various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can write informative/explanatory text, using appropriate transition to clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.6.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.6.2d 

 I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary related to the topic. 

 I can select precise language and domain-specific vocabulary in text to inform or 

explain a topic. 

 I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform or explain the 

text. 

W.6.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style W.6.2e 

 I can identify formal styles of writing. 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style when writing. 

 I can write informative or explanatory text to: examine a topic; convey ideas, 

concepts, information through text selection, organization, or analysis of relevant 

concepts, while establishing and maintaining a formal style. 

W.6.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or 

explanation presented. 

W.6.2f 

 I can identify a concluding statement or section that follows, from the information or 

explanation presented. 

 I can determine a supportive concluding statement or section that follows from the 
information or explanation presented. 

 I can write informative or explanatory texts to: examine a topic; convey ideas, 

concepts or information through text-selection, organization, analysis or relevant 

concepts. 

 I can provide a concluding statement, or section that follows, from the information or 

explanation presented. 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.6.4 

 I can produce a written work that is clear, coherent, and appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience. 

  



 

W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the 

credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

W.6.8 

 I can gather relevant information from multiple resources. 

 I can paraphrase the information and credit sources to avoid plagiarism. 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Problem-Solution Proposal 
SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 

facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact,  adequate 

volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.6.4 

 I can determine a logical sequence for presenting my claims and findings. 

 I can support my claims with descriptions, facts, and details, 

 I can present my information using appropriate eye contract, adequate volume, and 

clear pronunciation. 

L.6.1e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and 

speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language. 

L.6.1e 

 I can recognize variations from Standard English. 

 I can identify strategies to improve expression in language. 

 I can use various strategies to improve expression in language 

Language 

L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

L.6.1.a Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). L.6.1a 

 I can demonstrate the correct use of subjective, objective, and possessive pronouns 
when writing. 

L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies 

L.6.4 

 I can choose flexibility from a range of vocabulary strategies to determine or clarify 

the meaning of an unknown word or phrase. 

L.6.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.6.4a 

 I can identify common context clues in text (e.g., overall meaning of sentence or 

paragraph a word’s position in a sentence, a word’s function in a sentence) 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple meaning words by 

using context as a clue to the overall meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.6.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

L.6.4b 

 I can identify Greek affixes and roots 

 I can identify Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple meaning words by: 

using Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word. 

L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech. 

L.6.4c 

 I can identify the function of common reference materials I(e.g., dictionary, glossary, 

thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

 I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

 I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 
word, clarify word’s precise meaning and determine a word’s part of  speech. 

L.6.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.6.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 

L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

L.6.6 

 I can use and understand academic and content appropriate words and phrases. 

 I can use vocabulary skills to comprehend meanings of unknown words and phrases. 



 

Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Types of Nonfiction (Weeks 16-18) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Main Idea 

(RI.6.2) 

 Identify Key Details to 
Determine Main Idea 
(RI.6.2) 

 Distinguish between 

Supporting Details to 

Identify the Main Idea 

(RI.6.2) 

Reading Skill: 

Informational Text: 

Author’s Influences 

Mood (RI.6.5) 

Comparing Literary Works:  

Author’s Style (RI.6.4) 

Communication Workshop:  

Problem-Solution Proposal  

(SL.6.4, L6.1e) 

SSR:  

Required  in  the  

RCS Reading Model  

 20 Minutes Required 

Daily  

 Conferencing Required 

Daily  

  

Reader’s Notebook -  

See page 373 regarding 

questions when reading 

fiction and nonfiction  

  

  

  

Roots: (L6.4b) 

-volv-  

-tort-  

   

Suffix:   

-ible  

-ent  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

(W6.2, W62a -2f, 

W6.4,W6.8) 

Informative/Explan

atory Writing 

  

Writing Trait:  

Sentence Fluency   

Combining Sentences using 

Coordinating Conjunctions  

Language: (L6.1) 

Capitalization  

   Punctuation 

Spelling 

Adverbs 

Interjection  

Conjunctions  

Academic Words: (L6.4a L6.4) 

 main idea  

 key details  

 author’s influences  

 examine  

 tone  

 journal entry  

 Argumentative  

 informative presentation  

 adverb  

 mood  

 distinguish  

 problem and solution  

 propaganda  

12 Powerful words,  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 468-545), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 468-545)  

 Literary Analysis   
Author’s Influences: (Pgs. 469, 477, 485) Mood: (Pgs. 489, 495, 507) 

Reading Skill (Main Idea): (Pgs. 469, 477, 485, 489, 495, 507)  

 Research and Technology (Presentation): (Pg. 487)  

  

 Reading for Information:  Analyzing Argumentative Text (Pgs. 512-515) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

1. More Assessable Selection (Pg. 472), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 480)  

2. More Assessable Selection (Pg. 492), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 498)  

Comparing Literary Works: (RI.6.4) 

 Comparing Author’s Style (Pgs. 516-525)  

Writing Workshop: Informational/Expository Writing 

Vocabulary Workshop: Words with Multiple Meanings(Pg.534-535) 

(L6.4) 

Communication Workshop: Problem-Solution Proposal (Pg.536-537) 

(SL.6.4, L6.1e) 

Selection Test Unit Resources(Pgs.139-144, 160-165, 178-183, 199-204)*optional 

Test Practice (Main Idea): (Pgs. SE 510-511)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 216-221)*optional  

  

Spiral Review:*optional   

• Development of Ideas: (Pgs. SE 474, 483)  

• Figurative Language: ( Pgs. SE  493, 503, 519, 524)  

  

Benchmark Test 2: Unit Resources (Pgs. 227-232)*optional 

Performance Task: (Pgs. SE 542-543)*optional  

Assessment Workshop (Cumulative Review): (Pgs. SE 538-541)*optional 

Exam View Test Bank CD  

Common Assessments are required every two weeks  

Close Read  Additional Resources  



A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.  

    Choices may include the following, but not limited to: From  

“Rambling ‘Round” (Pgs.382-393)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org 

  

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RI.6.2 

 I can find a main idea of the text. 

 I can identify how the author uses details to support a main idea. 

 I can write a summary without personal opinions or judgments. 

RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

RI.6.4 

 I can identify figurative language in the text (e.g., simile, metaphor, hyperbole, 

personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 

 I can figure out the intended meaning of the figurative language. 

 I can recognize words that have technical meaning and understand their purpose in a 

specific text (e.g. “stem” in an article about flowers versus “stem” in an article about 

cell research). 

 I can identify words I do not know and use strategies (context clues, glossary, 

dictionary, etc.) to figure out their meaning. 

 I can recognize the difference between denotative (dictionary) meanings of words 

and connotative (hinted) meanings of words. 

RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its main idea. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

section. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section contributes 

(adds) to the overall text and its meaning 

Writing Workshop: Informational/Explanatory Writing 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.6.2 

 I can identify components of informative/explanatory text. 

 I can write informative/explanatory texts to: examine a topic, convey ideas, concepts 
and information through text selection, organization and analysis of relevant content 

W.6.2a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as 
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.6.2a 

 I can determine when to include: formatting, graphics, multimedia to aid in 

comprehension. 

 I can determine how to organize: ideas, concepts and information. 

 I can determine when to use various strategies such as: definitions classification, 

comparison/contrast and cause/effect. 

I can write informative/explanatory texts to: examine a topic, convey ideas, 

concepts, and information through text selections, organization, and analysis 

of relevant content. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as: definitions, 

classification, comparison/contrast or cause/effect. 

 I can use: formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful in aiding 

comprehension. 



W.6.2b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,  or 

other information and examples 

W.6.2b 

 I can identify relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples. 

 I can develop a topic with: relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
other information and examples. 

 I can introduce and develop a topic in text with relevant facts, definitions 

concrete details, quotations other information and examples. 

W.6.2c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts.. 

W.6.2c 

 I can identify various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can select various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can write informative/explanatory text, using appropriate transition to clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts.. 

W.6.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

W.6.2d 

 I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary related to the topic. 

 I can select precise language and domain-specific vocabulary in text to inform or 

explain a topic. 

 I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform or explain 

the text. 

W.6.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style W.6.2e 

 I can identify formal styles of writing. 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style when writing. 

I can write informative or explanatory text to: examine a topic; convey ideas, 

concepts, information through text selection, organization, or analysis of relevant 

concepts, while establishing and maintaining a formal style. 

W.6.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or 

explanation presented. 

W.6.2f 

 I can identify a concluding statement or section that follows, from the information or 

explanation presented. 

 I can determine a supportive concluding statement or section that follows from the 
information or explanation presented. 

 I can write informative or explanatory texts to: examine a topic; convey ideas, 

concepts or information through text-selection, organization, analysis or relevant 

concepts. 

 I can provide a concluding statement, or section that follows, from the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.6.4 

 I can produce a written work that is clear, coherent, and appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience. 

W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the 

credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

W.6.8 

 I can gather relevant information from multiple resources. 

 I can paraphrase the information and credit sources to avoid plagiarism 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Problem-Solution Proposal 
SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 

facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact,  adequate 

volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.6.4 

 I can determine a logical sequence for presenting my claims and findings. 

 I can support my claims with descriptions, facts, and details, 

 I can present my information using appropriate eye contract, adequate volume, and 

clear pronunciation. 



L.6.1e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and 

speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language. 

L.6.1c 

 I can recognize variations from Standard English. 

 I can identify strategies to improve expression in language. 

 I can use various strategies to improve expression in language. 

Language 
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.6.4 

 I can choose flexibility from a range of vocabulary strategies to determine or clarify 

the meaning of an unknown word or phrase. 

L.6.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.6.4a 

 I can identify common context clues in text (e.g., overall meaning of sentence or 

paragraph a word’s position in a sentence, a word’s function in a  sentence) 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple meaning words by 

using context as a clue to the overall meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.6.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

L.6.4b 

 I can identify Greek affixes and roots 

 I can identify Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple meaning words by: 

using Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word. 

L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech. 

L.6.4c 

• I can identify the function of common reference materials I(e.g., dictionary, glossary, 

thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

• I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

• I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 

word, clarify word’s precise meaning and determine a word’s part of  speech 

L.6.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.6.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Poetry (Weeks 19-21)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus:                        

Context Clues (RL.6.4) 

Ask Questions when 

using Context Clues  

Reread and Read Ahead 

to Locate Context Clues  

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

Rhythm and Rhyme    (RL.6.4) 

Figurative Language (RL.6.4) 

Informational Text: 

Following Multiple-Step 

Instructions (RI6.5) 

Comparing Literary Works:  

Imagery (RL.6.4) 

Communication Workshop: 

Delivering a Persuasive 

Speech (SL.6.3, SL.6.5) 

SSR:  

Required  in  the  

RCS Reading Model  

 15-20 Minutes Required 

Daily  

 Conferencing Required 

Daily  

  

Reader’s Notebook -  

See page 686 regarding 

questions when reading 

fiction and nonfiction  

Roots:  L.6.4.b, L.6.4c 

-min-  

-mal-  

   

Suffix:   

-ness  

-ant  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop   (  W.6.1, 

W.6.1a-1e) 

Argumentative 

Problem/Solution Essay   

  

Writing Traits:  

(L.6.3a L.6.3b) 

Conventions / Ideas  

 Simple and Compound 
Subjects  

 Providing Support for your 

Ideas  

 Sentence Fluency  

  Language: (L.6.1, L.6.3) 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

Simple and Compound 

Subjects  

     Prepositions/Prepositional    

phrases  

Academic Words: L.6.4, L.6.5-
5b) 

 Elements of Poetry (pg. 

550-551)  

 Poetic Language (pg. 552- 

553)  

 Connotation (L.6.5c) 

 Denotation  

 Tier 2 Vocabulary from 

Stories in the Unit  

12 Powerful words  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 546-619), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 546-619) 

Literary Analysis Workshop: Poetry  

 Elements of Poetry (Pg. 550-551)  

 Analyzing Poetic Language (Pg552)  

 Analyzing Structure and Theme (Pg 553)  

Reading Skill (Context Clues): (Pgs. 561,569,581,585,591,597) 

Research and Technology: Illustrated Booklet (Pg. 583)  

Reading for Information: Follow Multiple Step Instructions (Pg. 602) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg.564-569,), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 573-576)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 588-590), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 594-569)  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Imagery (Pgs. 608, 611, 613)  

Writing Workshop: Argumentative Writing 

 Vocabulary Workshop: Connotation/Denotation (Pg.676-677)    

Communication Workshop: Delivering a Persuasive Speech (Pg. 678-679)  

Selection Test Unit Resources(Pgs.35-40, 56-61,74-79.95-100)*optional 

Test Practice (Context Clues): (Pgs. SE 600-601)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test: Imagery Unit Resources (Pgs. 112-117)*optional  

  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

   Rhythm and Rhyme (Pgs. 565,573,575)  

   Figurative Language (Pgs.588, 594)  

  

Benchmark Test 7: Unit Resources (Pgs. 120-125)*optional 

Performance Task: (Pgs. SE 684-685)*optional  

  

Exam View Test Bank CD  

  

  

  

  



 

Close Read Additional Resources 

A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period. 

Choices may include the following, but not limited to: 

From “Twelfth Song of Thunder” from the Navajo Mountain Chant (Pg  555) 

(RL.6.5, RL.6.7) 

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.or

g 

www.learnzillion.co

m 

www.readworks.org 

 http://www.commonlit.org/ 

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx 

 
TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 

RL.6.4 

 I can identify figurative language in the text (e.g. simile, metaphor, hyperbole, 

personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 

 I can figure out the intended meaning of the figurative language. 

 I can identify words I do not know and use strategies (context clues, glossary, 

dictionary, etc.) to figure out their meaning. 

 I can recognize the difference between denotative (dictionary) meanings of words and 

connotative (hinted) meanings of words. 

 I can explain why authors choose words and phrases (tone) to create an overall feel 

(mood) for the reader. 

RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

RL.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its theme, setting, or plot. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

stanza. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or stanza contributes to 

the overall text (theme, setting, or plot). 

RL.6.7 Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening 

to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they 

“see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or  watch 

RL.6.7 

 I can explain the mental images that occur while reading (what I see and hear). 

 I can compare and contrast mental images created while reading and the images 

presented in a media or live version of the same text 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its main idea. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

section. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section contributes 

(adds) to the overall text and its meaning. 

Writing: Argumentative Writing 
W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence W.6.1 

 I can identify claims, reasons, and relevant evidence within text. 

  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
file:///C:/Users/causeyc/AppData/Local/Temp/
file:///C:/Users/causeyc/AppData/Local/Temp/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

W.6.1a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. W.6.1a 

 I can determine how to introduce claim(s). 

 I can write an argument, introducing the claim and organizing the reasons and 
evidence clearly to support the claim. 

W.6.1b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources 

and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

W.6.1b 

 I can identify credible sources. 

 I can recognize claims, relevance and evidence within text. 

 I can organize reasons and evidence clearly. 

 I can formulate support for claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 I can evaluate the credibility of sources used and relevance of the evidence. 

 I can demonstrate an understanding or the topic or text. 

 I can write an augment to support claims, including: claims supported by clear 

reasons and relevant evidence, credible sources and a clear understanding of the 

topic or text under investigation. 
W.6.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and 

reasons. 

W.6.1c 

 I can recognize words, phrases and clauses that show relationships among claim(s) 

and reasons. 

 I can clarify relationships among claims and reasons. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, including words, phrases, and clauses that 

clarify relationships among claim(s) and reasons 

W.6.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.6.1d 

 I can identify and define formal style 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, including clear reasons and relevant 

evidence, which establishes and maintains a formal style 

W.6.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument 

presented. 

W.6.1e 

 I can explain the argument presented. 

 I can plan an appropriate concluding statement that follows from the argument 

presented. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, which includes a concluding statement or 
section that follows from the argument presented. 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Delivering a Persuasive Speech 
SL.6.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 

supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

SL.6.3 

 I can define and identify: arguments, claims, reasons, and evidence. 

 I can distinguish between supported and unsupported claims. 

 I can identify a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

SL.6.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual 

displays in presentations to clarify information. 

SL.6.5 

 I can recognize multimedia components such as: graphics, images, music and sound. 

 I can clarify information. 
 I can determine what multimedia components will best clarify information in 

presentations. 

 I can determine what visual displays will best clarify information in presentations. 

 I can include technology in a presentation to clarify information with multiple components 

to include: music, images, graphics and sound. 

 I can incorporate visual displays in a presentation to clarify information. 

 



 

Language 
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

L.6.3 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing. 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions when speaking. 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions when reading. 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions listening. 

L.6.3a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style L.6.3a 

 I can recognize conventions of language for: writing, speaking, listening and reading. 

 I can recognize various sentence patterns, style, and tone. 

 I can determine when to vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest 

and style. 

 I can vary sentence patterns when speaking for meaning, listener interest and style. 

L.6.3b. Maintain consistency in style and tone. L.6.3b 

 I can recognize style and tone in writing. 

 I can maintain consistency in style and tone while writing and speaking. 

L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.6.4 

 I can choose flexibility from a range of vocabulary strategies to determine or clarify 

the meaning of an unknown word or phrase. 

L.6.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.6.4a 

 I can identify common context clues in text (e.g., overall meaning of sentence or 

paragraph a word’s position in a sentence, a word’s function in a  sentence) 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple meaning words by 

using context as a clue to the overall meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.6.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

L.6.4b 

 I can identify Greek affixes and roots 

 I can identify Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple meaning words by: 

using Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word 

L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech. 

L.6.4c 

• I can identify the function of common reference materials I(e.g., dictionary, glossary, 

thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

• I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

• I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 

word, clarify word’s precise meaning and determine a word’s part of  speech. 

L.6.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.6.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 

L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 
 

  



 

L.6.5a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. L.6.5a 

 I can identify and define different types of figurative language. 

 I can analyze text to locate figurative language and interpret meanings in context. 

L.6.5b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 

item/category) to better understand each of the words 

L.6.5b 

 I can distinguish among the different types of word relationships (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) for clarity. 

 I can analyze the relationships between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) for clarity. 

L.6.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

L.6.5c 

 I can define the terms denotations and connotations of words. 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., sting, 

scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty) 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Poetry (Weeks 22-24)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Paraphrase  

Reading Skill:  

Literature:(RL.6.4,RL.6.9) 

• Reread when 

Paraphrasing  

• Read original text 

fluently when 

paraphrasing  

• Forms of Poetry  

• Sound Devices  

Informational Text: (RI6.2) 

Preparing Applications  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Sensory Language (RL.6.9) 

Communication Workshop: 

Delivering a Persuasive 

Speech  

(SL.6.3, SL.6.4, SL.6.5) 

Research and Technology: 

Presentation of a Poem   Or  

Resume  

SSR:  

Required  in  the  

RCS Reading Model  

 20 Minutes Required 

Daily  

 Conferencing Required 

Daily  

  

Reader’s  Notebook  -    

See page 687 regarding 

questions when reading 

poetry.  

  

  

  

Suffixes: (L.6.4.b) 

-less  

-ship  

-ly  

-y  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop 

(W.6.1,1a-1e) 

Argumentative Writing 

Writing Traits:  

Conventions   

Revising Choppy Sentences  

Language:( L.6.3 

L.6.1, L.6.2a) 

Capitalization  

Punctuation  

Spelling  

   Subject Complements  

 Predicate Nouns/Predicate    

Adjectives  

Academic Words: (L.6.5, 
L.6.5a-5c) 

 Paraphrase  

 Connotation  

 Denotation  

 Sound Devices  

 Repetition  

 Internal/external thyme  

 Imagery  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 620-687), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 620a-687) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair)  

More Accessible: Poetry Collection 5 (Pg.624)  

More Challenging: Poetry Collection 6 (Pg. 630)  

More Accessible: Poetry Collection 7 (Pg. 640)  

More Challenging: Poetry Collection 8 (Pg. 648)  

  

Reading for Information: Prepare Applications (Pgs. 656) 

Comparing Literary Works: Sensory Language  

Childhood and Poetry (Pg. 662)  

Alphabet (Pg. 665)   

  Writing Workshop: Argumentative Writing 

  Vocabulary Workshop: Connotation/Denotation (Pg.676-677) 

Communication Workshop: Delivering a Persuasive Speech (Pg. 678-679) 

Selection Test Unit Resources 4(Pgs.139-144, 160-165, 178-183, 199-204)*optional 

Test Practice (Paraphrase): (Pgs. SE 654-655)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test: Unit Resources 4 (Pgs. 216-221)*optional 

Cumulative Review: Pg. 680-683*optional  

Performance Tasks Pgs. 684-685*optional  

Benchmark Test 8, Unit Resources 4 (Pg. 227-235)*optional  

  

Spiral Review: *optional  

 Forms of Poetry (Pgs. SE 626, 630)  

 Sensory Language (Pgs. SE 666)  

  

  

Exam View Test Bank CD  

Close Read  Additional Resources  

A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

               Twelfth Song of Thunder OR Oranges Pg. 555-556 (RL6.4,RL6.5) 

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org  

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

  http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
file:///C:/Users/causeyc/AppData/Local/Temp/
file:///C:/Users/causeyc/AppData/Local/Temp/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone 

. RL.6.4 

 I can identify figurative language in the text (e.g. simile, metaphor, hyperbole, 

personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 

 I can figure out the intended meaning of the figurative language. 

 I can identify words I do not know and use strategies (context clues, glossary, 

dictionary, etc.) to figure out their meaning. 

 I can recognize the difference between denotative (dictionary) meanings of words and 

connotative (hinted) meanings of words. 

 I can explain why authors choose words and phrases (tone) to create an overall feel 

(mood) for the reader. 

RL.6.9. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; 

historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and 

topics 

RL.6.9 

 I can identify Similarities and differences among various forms (i.e., articles, essays, 

films, graphic novels, etc.) and genres (i.e, epic, poerty, short stories, drama etc.) 

 I can compare/contrast a novel to short story of the same theme, printed poem to 

oral presentation of a poem, essay to documentary, etc. with similar themes and 

topics 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RI.6.2 

 I can find a main idea of the text. 

 I can identify how the author uses details to support a main idea 

 I can provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

                            Writing: Argumentative Writing 
W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence W.6.1 

 I can identify claims, reasons, and relevant evidence within text. 

W.6.1a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. W W.6.1a 

 I can determine how to introduce claim(s). 

 I can write an argument, introducing the claim and organizing the 

reasons and evidence clearly to support the claim. 



 

W.6.1b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources 

and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

W.6.1b 

 I can identify credible sources. 

 I can recognize claims, relevance and evidence within text. 

 I can organize reasons and evidence clearly. 

 I can formulate support for claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 I can evaluate the credibility of sources used and relevance of the evidence. 

 I can demonstrate an understanding or the topic or text. 

 I can write an augment to support claims, including: claims supported by clear 

reasons and relevant evidence, credible sources and a clear understanding of the 

topic or text under investigation. 

W.6.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and 
reasons.. 

W.6.1c 

 I can recognize words, phrases and clauses that show relationships among claim(s) 

and reasons. 

 I can clarify relationships among claims and reasons. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, including words, phrases, and clauses 

that clarify relationships among claim(s) and reasons 

W.6.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.6.1d 

 I can identify and define formal style 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, including clear reasons and relevant 

evidence, which establishes and maintains a formal style 

W.6.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. W.6.1e 

 I can explain the argument presented. 

 I can plan an appropriate concluding statement that follows from the argument 

presented. 

 I can write an argument to support claims, which includes a concluding statement 

or section that follows from the argument presented.. 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Delivering a Persuasive Speech 
SL.6.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 

supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

SL.6.3 

 I can define and identify: arguments, claims, reasons, and evidence. 

 I can distinguish between supported and unsupported claims. 

 I can identify a speaker’s argument and specific claims 

SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 

facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact,  adequate 

volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.6.4 

 I can determine a logical sequence for presenting my claims and findings. 

 I can support my claims with descriptions, facts, and details, 

 I can present my information using appropriate eye contract, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation. 

SL.6.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual 

displays in presentations to clarify information. 

SL.6.5 

 I can recognize multimedia components such as: graphics, images, music and sound. 

 I can clarify information. 



 

  I can determine what multimedia components will best clarify information in 

presentations. 

 I can determine what visual displays will best clarify information in presentations. 

 I can include technology in a presentation to clarify information with multiple 

components to include: music, images, graphics and sound. 

 I can incorporate visual displays in a presentation to clarify information 

Language 
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

L.6.3 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing. 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions when speaking. 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions when reading. 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions listening. 

L.6.2a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 

nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. 

L.6.2a 

 I can apply correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 I know punctuation rules for commas, parentheses and dashes. 

 I can use commas to set off nonessential elements. 

 I can use dashes to set off nonessential elements. 

 I can use parentheses to set off nonessential elements 

L.6.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

L.6.4b 

 I can identify Greek affixes and roots 

 I can identify Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple meaning words by: 
using Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word. 

L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech. 

L.6.4c 

• I can identify the function of common reference materials I(e.g., dictionary, glossary, 

thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

• I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

• I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 

word, clarify word’s precise meaning and determine a word’s part of  speech 

L.6.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.6.4d 

 I can verify preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase by 

checking inferred meaning in context or a dictionary. 

L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 
 

L.6.5a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. L.6.5a 

 I can identify and define different types of figurative language. 

 I can analyze text to locate figurative language and interpret meanings in context 

L.6.5b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 

item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

L.6.5b 

 I can distinguish among the different types of word relationships (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 
item/category) for clarity. 

 I can analyze the relationships between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 
item/category) for clarity. 



 

 

L.6.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

L.6.5c 

 I can define the terms denotations and connotations of words. 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., sting, 

scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty) 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Drama (Weeks 25-27)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Summarize  

  

Reading Skill:   

Literature: (RL.6.2, RL.6.3, 

RL.6.5) 

Read to Identify Main Events 

in a Summary  

  

Dialogue in Drama  

  

Please also use Week 27 as a 

possible review week.  

Research and Technology:  

Multimedia Presentation  

  

  

Communication Workshop: 

Identifying Tone, Mood and 

Emotion (SL.6.5) 

SSR:  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 819 for questions to 

ask when reading Drama.   

  

Root: (L.6.4.b) 

-Eth-  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop:  

Teacher Choice: 
Argumentative, Narrative, or 
Expository/Informative 

  

Writing Trait:  

Sentence Fluency   

Combining Sentences with 

Participial Phrases  

  

Language: 

(L.6.1L.6.2a) 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Prepositions  

    Appositives  

Academic Words: 

(L.6.4c) 

Dialogue 

Summarize 

Internal Conflict 

External Conflict 

Scene  

Stage Directions 

Appositives  

  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs689-743), Teacher Edition (Pgs 689-743.)  Selection Test Unit Resources 4 (Pgs. 38-43)*optional 

Test Practice: Pgs. 736-737*optional  

Spiral Review: *optional  

 Dialogue in Drama p. 716   

  

Benchmark Test 9 Unit Resources5 (Pgs. 46-51)*optional 

ExamView CD  

  

  

Reading Selections:   

The Phantom Tollbooth, Act 1  

  

Writing Workshop: Teacher Choice: Argumentative, Narrative or Expository/Informative 

  

Research & Technology: Multimedia Presentation (Pg.735)  

  

Communication Workshop: Identifying Tone, Mood, and Emotion (pg.810-811)  

Vocabulary Workshop: Borrowed and Foreign Words (Pg.808-809)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.   www.learnzillion.com  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  www.newsela.com  www.readworks.org  

     www.tweentribune.com  
www.achievethecore.org 
 

 

from Brighton Beach Pg/ 697 OR Gluskabe and Old Man Winter Pg.689  http://www.commonlit.org/  

  https://ldc.org/  

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  
  
  

 

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments 

RL.6.2 

 . I can determine a theme/central idea of fictional text. 

 I can write a summary free of personal bias/opinion. 

 I can determine how details convey the theme. 

RL.6.3. Describe how a particular story or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well 

as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution 

RL.6.3 

 I can describe the events that lead to the plot. 

 I can describe how characters respond/change to event in the plot. 

 I can identify the elements of plot in a particular story. 

RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

RL.6.5 

 I can explain how each element of plot (i.e. setting, rising action, climax, resolution, 

etc.) contributes to the theme and other elements in the plot. 

 I can explain how a sentence/chapter/scene/stanza fits into the overall structure of 
the plot. 

 I can explain how a sentence/ chapter/scene/stanza illustrate theme(s) within the 

text. 

 I can explain sentence/chapter/scene/stanza creates atmosphere (mood/tone) 

within the text 

Writing: Teacher Choice Argumentative, Narrative or Expository/Informational 

Speaking and Listening: Research and Technology: Multimedia Presentation 
SL.6.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual 

displays in presentations to clarify information. 

SL.6.5 

 I can clarify information. 

 I can recognize multimedia components such as graphics, images, music and sound. 

 I can determine what multimedia components will best clarify information in 

presentations (graphics, images, music and sound) 

 I can determine what visual display will best clarify information in presentations. 

 I can include technology in a presentation to clarify information with multiple 

components to include: music, images, graphics and sound. 

 I can incorporate visual displays in a presentation to clarify information 
W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 

interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills 

to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

W.6.6 

 I can use the Internet to produce and publish writing. 

 I can work with others to search the internet for information and type our findings in 

a paper. 

 I can demonstrate keyboarding skills to type at least three pages in a single setting. 

Communication Workshop: Identifying Tone, Mood, and Emotion 
SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

SL.6.2 

 I can summarize the key ideas presented in variety of media and formats (e.g., charts, 

graphs, tables, websites, speeches, video clips, etc.). 

 I can explain how media and formats add meaning to a topic, text, or issue. 

Language 
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 



L.6.2a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 

nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. 

L.6.2a 

 I can apply correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 I know punctuation rules for commas, parentheses and dashes. 

 I can use commas to set of nonessential elements. 

 I can use parentheses to set off nonessential elements. 

 I can use dashes to set off nonessential elements 
L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech. 

L.6.4c 

• I can identify the function of common reference materials I(e.g., dictionary, glossary, 

thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

• I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

• I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 

word, clarify word’s precise meaning and determine a word’s part of  speech 

  

 

L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

L.6.6 

 I can identify general academic and domain specific words and phrases that are 
grade appropriate. 

 I can gather vocabulary knowledge when considering words and phrases important 

to comprehension or expression. 

 I can make meaning and use accurately words and phrases important to the 

comprehension of academic and domain-specific words. 

 I can apply and use knowledge of vocabulary when considering words and phrase 
important to comprehension of expression. 

 I can select appropriate resources to aid in gathering vocabulary knowledge. 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Drama (Weeks 28-30)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus:  (RL.6.5 RL.6.7 
RL.6.9) 

 Compare and Contrast  

Picture the Action to  

Compare and Contrast  

Characters, Situations, 

and  Events  

Reading Skill:  

Literature: (RL.6.5) 

Stage Direction  

Informational Text: (RI.6.8) 

Evaluate Evidence 

Comparing Literary Works: 

(RI.6.6 RI.6.9) Author’s 

Purpose Across Genres  

Communication Workshop: 

Identifying Tone, Mood and 

Emotion (SL.6.2) 

SSR:  

Required  in  the  

RCS Reading Model  

 20 Minutes Required 

Daily  

 Conferencing Required 

Daily  

  

Reader’s  Notebook  -    

See page 818 regarding 

questions when reading 

drama.  

  

  

  

Roots:  (L.6.4.b) 

-eth-  

-trans-  

  

Vocabulary  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

(W.6.2 W.6.2a-2f) 

Expository Text: 

Cause/Effect Essay  

  

Writing Trait:  

Sentence Fluency  

Combining Sentences for 

Variety  

Language:( L6.1 L.6.3) 

Capitalization 

Punctuation  

     Spelling  

  

Gerunds  

Academic Words: 

Compare / Contrast 

Dramatic Script  

Stage Direction / Dialogue 

Perspective  

Deduce Interpret 

Group Discussion 

Evidence  

Inform, Persuade, Entertain 

Paraphrase  

Cause / Effect 

Chronology  

Tone, Mood, Emotion  

  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 744-819), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 744a-819) 

Literary Analysis   

Stage Direction (Pgs. 745, 777)   

Reading Skills:  

Literature: (Compare and Contrast): (Pgs. 745, 777) 

Informational Text: (Evaluate Evidence): (Pg. 782)  

Speaking and Listening (Group Discussion): (Pg. 779)  

Reading for Information:  Analyzing Expository Text and Argument (Pgs. 782-787) 

Leveled Selections:  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 748)  

More Assessable Selections (Pg. 790) and (Pg. 796)  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Author’s Purpose (Pgs. 788-799)  

Writing Workshop: Explanatory Text: Cause/Effect Essay (Pg.800-807) 

Communication Workshop: Identifying Tone, Mood, and Emotion (pg.810-811) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Borrowed and Foreign Words (Pg.808-809)  

Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs.68-73)*optional  

Test Practice (Compare and Contrast): (Pgs. SE 780-781)*optional 

Comparing Literary Works Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 85-90)*optional  

  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

• Character: (Pgs. SE 775)  

• Comparing Literary Works:   

• Dialogue: (Pgs. SE 793)  

• Cumulative Review (Pgs. 812-815)  

  

Benchmark Test 10: Unit Resources (Pgs. 96-104)*optional 

Performance Task: (Pgs. SE 816-817)*optional  

Assessment Workshop (Cumulative Review): (Pgs. SE 812-813)*optional 

Exam View Test Bank CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

From “Brighten Beach Memoirs” (Pgs.696-703) (RL6.3, RL6.5) 

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org  

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

RL.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its theme, setting, or plot. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 
stanza. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or stanza contributes to 

the overall text (theme, setting, or plot). 

RL.6.7 Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening 

to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they 

“see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or  watch. 

RL.6.7 

 I can explain the mental images that occur while reading (what I see and hear). 

 I can compare and contrast mental images created while reading and the images 

presented in a media or live version of the same text. 

RL.6.9. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; 

historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and 

topics. 

RL.6.9 

 I can identify similarities and differences among various forms (i.e. articles, essays, 

films, graphic novels, etc.) and genres (i.e. epic, poetry, novels, short stories, drama, 

etc) 

 I can compare/contrast a novel to short story of the same theme, printed poem to 

oral presentation of a poem, essay to documentary, etc. with similar themes and 

topics. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 

conveyed in the text. 

RI.6.6 

 I can identify author’s point of view in a text. 

 I can identify author’s purpose in a text. 

 I can explain how an author develops the point of view or purpose by revealing 

thoughts, feelings, actions, and spoken words. 

RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims 

that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

RI.6.8 

 I can identify the side of an argument an author presents in a text. 

 I can evaluate arguments and claims (ideas) that are supported by fact(s) and those 

that are opinion(s). 

 I can judge the argument an author provides to decide if it is well supported by 
evidence. 

RI.6.9 Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a 

memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

RI.6.9 

 I can recognize how authors can present information differently based on their point 

of view. 

 I can compare (show similarities between) how two forms of text can communicate 

the same topic or event. 

 I can contrast how (show differences between) two forms of text can communicate 

the same topic or event. 

Writing: Expository/Informational: Cause-and-Effect Essay 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.6.2 

 I can write informative/explanatory texts, which examine a topic and convey ideas. 

  



 

W.6.2a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as 

definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

W.6.2a 

 I can determine when to include: formatting, graphics, multimedia to aid in 

comprehension. 

 I can determine how to organize: ideas, concepts and information. 

 I can determine when to use various strategies such as: definitions classification, 

comparison/contrast and cause/effect. 

 I can write informative/explanatory texts to: examine a topic, convey ideas, concepts 

and information through text selections, organization, and analysis of relevant 

content. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as: definitions, 

classification, comparison/contrast or cause/effect. 

 I can use: formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful in aiding 

comprehension. 

W.6.2b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples. 

W.6.2b 

 I can identify relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples. 

 I can develop a topic with: relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 

other information and examples. 

 I can introduce and develop a topic in text with relevant facts, definitions concrete 

details, quotations other information and examples 

W.6.2c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. W.6.2c 

 I can identify various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can select various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can write informative/explanatory text, using appropriate transition to clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.6.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.6.2d 

 I can identify various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can select various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can write informative/explanatory text, using appropriate transition to clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.6.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.6.2e 

 I can identify formal styles of writing. 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style when writing. 

 I can write informative or explanatory text to: examine a topic; convey ideas, 

concepts, information through text selection, organization, or analysis of relevant 

concepts, while establishing and maintaining a formal style 

W.6.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or 

explanation presented. 

W.6.2f 

 I can identify a concluding statement or section that follows, from the information or 

explanation presented. 

 I can determine a supportive concluding statement or section that follows from the 
information or explanation presented. 

 I can write informative or explanatory texts to: examine a topic; convey ideas, concepts or 

information through text-selection, organization, analysis or relevant concepts. 

 I can provide a concluding statement, or section that follows, from the information or 
explanation presented. 



 

Speaking and Listening: Communication Workshop: Identifying Tone, Mood, and Emotion 
SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

SL.6.2 

 I can summarize the key ideas presented in variety of media and formats (e.g.,  charts, 

graphs, tables, websites, speeches, video clips, etc.). 

 I can explain how media and formats add meaning to a topic, text, or issue. 

Language 
L6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

L.6.3 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing. 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions when speaking. 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions when reading. 

 I can use knowledge of language and its conventions listening. 

L.6.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

L.6.4b 

 I can identify Greek affixes and roots 

 I can identify Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple meaning words by: 
using Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word. 

L.6.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its 

part of speech. 

L.6.4c 

 I can identify the function of common reference materials I(e.g., dictionary, glossary, 

thesaurus) to find the meaning of a word. 

 I can recognize and use pronunciation symbols. 

 I can consult print and digital reference materials to: find the pronunciation of a 

word, clarify word’s precise meaning and determine a word’s part of  speech 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Folk Literature (Weeks 31-33) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  

Reading Focus:   

Cause and Effect  

  

Reading Skills: 

Literature:  

(RL.6.2 RL.6.5)  

    Cause and Effect  

  

Informational Text: 

(RI.6.2 RI.6.5 RI.6.9) 

Create Outlines  

  

Comparing Literary Works: 

(RL.6.2 

Elements of Fantasy  

  

Communication Workshop:  

Oral Response to Literature  

 (SL.6.5, SL.6.4, SL.6.1c) 

Research and Technology: 
(W.6.6) 

Annotated Bibliography  

  

SSR:  

Required  in  the  

RCS Reading Model  

 20 Minutes Required 
Daily  

 Conferencing Required 

Daily  

  

Reader’s    Notebook   -      

See page 1008 regarding 

questions when reading  

text  from  Oral Tradition  

  

  

  

Roots:  (L.6.4.b) 

-mort-  

-splend-  

   

Suffixes:   

-ment  

-ous  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Mode: (W.6.2a-2f 

W.6.2,W.6.4) 

Explanatory/Informative 

Multimedia Report  

Writing Trait:  

Organization  

Organizing Your Information  

Conventions (L.6.3.a) 

Revising Sentence Fragments  

Language: (        L.6.1) 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Independent and 

Subordinate Clauses  

Simple, Compound, Complex 

Sentences  

Vocabulary:  (L.6.5, L.6.5a-5c, 
L.6.6) 

Cause/Effect  

Theme  

Idioms  

Connotation  

Denotation  

Multimedia Report  

Myths  

Fables/Folk Tales  

Folk Literature  

  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 820-911), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 820-911) 

Literary Analysis Workshop: Themes in Folk Literature  

Elements of Folk Literature (Pg. 824)  

Determining Themes in Folk Literature (Pg. 826)  

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 842,844), More Challenging Selection (Pg.    848,850)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 860), More Challenging Selection (Pg.   868)  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Elements of Fantasy (Pgs. 884-905)  

  

Writing Workshop: Informative Text: Multimedia Report (Pg.906-911) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Idioms (Pgs. 998-999)  

Communication Workshop: Oral Response to Literature (Pg.1000-1001)  

Selection Test Unit Resources(Pgs. 35-38, 54-57, 70-75, 91-96)*optional 

Test Practice (Cause and Effect): (Pgs. SE 876-877)*optional    Comparing 

Literary Works Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 108-113)*optional Spiral 

Review:  *optional  

Characters: (Pgs. SE  844, 852,  899)  

Theme: ( Pgs. SE  895)  

 Benchmark Test 11: Unit Resources (Pgs.116-121)*optional 

Performance Task: (Pgs. SE 1006-1007)*optional  

Assessment Workshop (Cumulative Review): (Pgs. SE 1002-1005)*optional 

Exam View Test Bank CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

    Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

“Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of the Iliad” (Pgs.828-837) (RL6.2, RI6.2)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org  

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments 

RL.6.2 

 I can define “theme.” 

 I can examine the plot (events) to determine a theme (what the text is “really  about”). 

 I can explain how the author uses details to make the theme clear. 

 I can summarize the text without my opinion or feelings. 
RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

RL.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its theme, setting, or plot. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

stanza. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or stanza contributes to 

the overall text (theme, setting, or plot). 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments 

RI.6.2 

 I can articulate the central idea of a non-fictional text, providing specific details from 

the text to support my response. 

 I can write a summary of the text that is free of bias and personal opinion. 

RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its main idea. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

section. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section contributes 

(adds) to the overall text and its meaning. 

RI.6.9 Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a 

memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

RI.6.9 

 I can recognize how authors can present information differently based on their point 

of view. 

 I can compare (show similarities between) how two forms of text can communicate 

the same topic or event. 

 I can contrast how (show differences between) two forms of text can communicate 

the same topic or event. 

Writing: Multimedia Report 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content 

W.6.2 

 I can write informative/explanatory texts, which examine a topic and convey ideas. 

W.6.2a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as 

definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

W.6.2a 

 I can determine when to include: formatting, graphics, multimedia to aid in 

comprehension. 

 I can determine how to organize: ideas, concepts and information. 

 I can determine when to use various strategies such as: definitions classification, 

comparison/contrast and cause/effect. 

 I can write informative/explanatory texts to: examine a topic, convey ideas, concepts and 

information through text selections, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as: definitions, 

classification, comparison/contrast or cause/effect. 

 I can use: formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful in aiding comprehension 



 

  
W.6.2b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,  or 

other information and examples.. 
 

W.6.2b 

 I can identify relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples. 

 I can develop a topic with: relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 

other information and examples. 

 I can introduce and develop a topic in text with relevant facts, definitions concrete 

details, quotations other information and examples. 

W.6.2c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. W.6.2c 

 I can identify various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can select various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can write informative/explanatory text, using appropriate transition to clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts 

W.6.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.6.2d 

 I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary related to the topic. 

 I can select precise language and domain-specific vocabulary in text to inform or 

explain a topic. 

 I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform or explain the 

text. 

W.6.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.6.2e 

 I can identify formal styles of writing. 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style when writing. 

 I can write informative or explanatory text to: examine a topic; convey ideas, 

concepts, information through text selection, organization, or analysis of relevant 

concepts, while establishing and maintaining a formal style. 

W.6.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or 

explanation presented. 

W.6.2f 

 I can identify a concluding statement or section that follows, from the information or 
explanation presented. 

 I can determine a supportive concluding statement or section that follows from the 

information or explanation presented. 

 I can write informative or explanatory texts to: examine a topic; convey ideas, 

concepts or information through text-selection, organization, analysis or relevant 

concepts. 

 I can provide a concluding statement, or section that follows, from the information or 

explanation presented 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.6.4 

 I can produce a written work that is clear, coherent, and appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience. 

Research and Technology: Annotated Bibliography 
W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 

interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills 

to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

W.6.6 

 I can use the Internet to produce and publish writing. 

 I can work with others to search the Internet for information and type our findings in 

a paper. 

 I can demonstrate keyboarding skills to type at least three pages in a single setting 

  



 

W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 

refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

W.6.7 

 I can conduct short research projects that use several sources to answer a specific 

question. 

W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the 

credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

W.6.8 

 I can gather relevant information from multiple resources. 

 I can paraphrase the information and credit sources to avoid plagiarism. 

Communication Workshop: Oral Response to Literature 
SL.6.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual 

displays in presentations to clarify information. 

SL.6.5 

 I can use multimedia and visual displays to make my claims/ideas more clear 

SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 

facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 

volume, and clear pronunciation 

SL.6.4 

 I can determine a logical sequence for presenting my claims and findings. 

 I can support my claims with descriptions, facts, and details, 

 I can present my information using appropriate eye contract, adequate volume, and 

clear pronunciation. 

SL.6.1c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making 

comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

SL.6.1c 

• I can reflect on discussion topics using evidence from text, issue, and/or topic. 

• I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing knowledge of grade 6 

topics and texts. 

• I can pose specific questions to clarify understanding and probe ideas presented. 

• I can respond to questions with detail, using evidence from the topic or text. 

• I can connect comments to the remarks of others. 

• I can express ideas clearly, referencing evidence from the topic and text. 

Language 
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

L.6.3.a Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and 

eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

L.6.3a 

 I can choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and 

eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

L.6.4.b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

L.6.4b 

 I can use grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots to figure out word 

meanings. 

L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 
 

L.6.5a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. L.6.5a 

 I can identify and define different types of figurative language. 

 I can analyze text to locate figurative language and interpret meanings in context. 

L.6.5b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 

item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

L.6.5b 

 I can distinguish among the different types of word relationships (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) for clarity. 

 I can analyze the relationships between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) for clarity. 

L.6.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations L.6.5c 



 

(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).  I can define the terms denotations and connotations of words. 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., sting, 

scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty) 

L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression 

L.6.6 

 I can use vocabulary appropriate to sixth grade topics. 

 I can use resources to determine the meaning a word or phrase important for 
comprehension and/or expression. 



Grade 6 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Folk Literature (Weeks 34-36) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

W.6.2  
 
 
 
 

 
y 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs. 912-1009), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 912a-1009) Literary Analysis  

Personification: (Pgs. 913, 921, 485, 929) Universal Theme (Pgs. 933, 939, 953)  
Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs.135-140, 156-161, 174-177, 193-198)*optional 

Test Practice (Purpose for Reading): (Pgs. SE 956-957)*optional  
Reading Skills:   
(Purpose for Reading): (Pgs. 913, 921, 929), (Setting a Purpose): (Pgs. 933, 939, 953) 

Research and Technology (Written and Visual Report): (Pg. 955)  

Reading for Information:  Analyzing Expository and Functional Text (Pgs. 558-561) 

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 916), More Challenging Selection (Pg.   924)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 936), More Challenging Selection (Pg.   942)  

Comparing Literary Works: Comparing Foreshadow and Flashbacks (Pgs. 962-987)  

Comparing Literary Works Test: Unit Resources (Pgs. 210-215)*optional  

Spiral Review: *optional 

Plot: (Pgs. SE 918, 938) 

Repetition: (Pgs. SE 951) 

Theme: (Pgs. SE 977, 981)  

Benchmark Test 12: Unit Resources (Pgs. 221-226)*optional 

Performance Task: (Pgs. SE 1006-1007)*optional  

Writing Workshop: Informative Text: Research Report (Pg.988-997)  Assessment Workshop (Cumulative Review): (Pgs. SE 1002-1005)*optional  

Vocabulary Workshop: Idioms (Pgs. 998-999)  Exam View Test Bank CD  

Communication Workshop: Oral Response to Literature (Pg.1000-1001)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.  

 Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

  From “Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of the Iliad” (Pgs.828-837)  

 www.learnzillion.com  

www.newsela.com  www.readworks.org  

www.tweentribune.com 
www.achievethecore.org  

 

http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/  

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  
  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus:  

Purpose for Reading  

  

Reading Skills:  

RL.6.2, RL.6.4, 

RL.6.5 

Literature:  

Setting a purpose for 

Reading    

Informational Text: RI.6.2 

Connect and Clarify Main 

Ideas  

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Foreshadowing 

and Flashbacks  

Speaking and Listening   

Dramatic Reading  

  

Research and Technology:  
(W.6.6 W.6.8) 

Written and Visual Report  

  

  

Communication Workshop:   

Oral Response to Literature  

(SL.6.1c., SL.6.4, SL.6.6) 

SSR:  

Required in the  

RCS Reading Model  

 20 Minutes Required 

Daily  

 Conferencing Required 

Daily  

  

Reader’s Notebook - See 

page 1008 regarding    

questions when reading  

text from Oral Tradition  

  

  

  

Roots:  (L.6.4.b) 

-pen-  

-van-  

   

Suffix:   

-ary  

-en  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

(W.6.2, W.6.2a-2f, 

W.6.4) 

Informative Text 

Research Report  

Writing Trait:  

Conventions   Punctuating 

Citations and Titles of 

Reference works  

 Language: 

L.6.1,L.6.2 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Commas 

Semicolons     

Colons   

Academic 

Words:  

Analogy 

Comma / 

Semicolon / 

Colon / 

Quotations 

Direct quote 

Dramatic 

Reading 

Foreshadowing 

Idiom 

Illustration 

Invitation 

Personification  

Plagiarism 

Plot 

Proposal 

Primary 

Source / 

Secondar 

Source 

Reading 

Rate 

Restate 

Topic 

Sentence 

Universal 

Theme 

Visual  

  

 

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RL.6.2 

 I can define “theme.” 

 I can examine the plot (events) to determine a theme (what the text is “really  about”). 

 I can explain how the author uses details to make the theme clear. 

 I can summarize the text without my opinion or feelings. 

RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 

RL.6.4 

• I can identify figures of speech (i.e. metaphors, similes, personification, imagery, 

hyperbole, etc.) 

• I can explain why an author uses a specific figure of speech. 

• I can use context clues to define a word. 

• I can use connotation to identify shades of meaning. 

• I can identify and explain the meaning of an author's word choice. 

• I can explain the impact/effect of the author's word choice in a passage. 

• I can identify the mood and tone of a passage. 

• I can explain the impact of a particular word on the mood and tone. 

RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

RL.6.5 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its theme, setting, or plot. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 

stanza. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or stanza contributes to 

the overall text (theme, setting, or plot). 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RL.6.2 

 I can articulate the central idea of a non-fictional text, providing specific details from 

the text to support my response. 

 I can write a summary of the text that is free of bias and personal opinion. 

Writing: Research Report 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.6.2 

 I can identify components of informative/explanatory text. 

 I can write informative/explanatory texts to: examine a topic, convey ideas, concepts 

and information through text selection, organization and analysis of relevant 

content 

W.6.2a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as 

definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

W.6.2a 

 I can determine when to include: formatting, graphics, multimedia to aid in 

comprehension. 

 I can determine how to organize: ideas, concepts and information. 

 I can determine when to use various strategies such as: definitions classification, 

comparison/contrast and cause/effect. 

 I can write informative/explanatory texts to: examine a topic, convey ideas, concepts 

and information through text selections, organization, and analysis of relevant 

content. 

 I can organize ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as: definitions, 



 

 classification, comparison/contrast or cause/effect. 

 I can use: formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful in aiding 

comprehension. 

W.6.2b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,  or 

other information and examples. 

W.6.2b 

 I can identify relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples. 

 I can develop a topic with: relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
other information and examples. 

 I can introduce and develop a topic in text with relevant facts, definitions concrete 

details, quotations other information and examples 

W.6.2c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. W.6.2c 

 I can identify various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can select various transitions that clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 I can write informative/explanatory text, using appropriate transition to clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts 

W.6.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.6.2d 

 I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary related to the topic. 

 I can select precise language and domain-specific vocabulary in text to inform or 

explain a topic. 

 I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform or explain the 

text. 

W.6.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.6.2e 

 I can establish and maintain a formal style when writing. 

 I can write informative or explanatory text to: examine a topic; convey ideas, 

concepts, information through text selection, organization, or analysis of relevant 

concepts, while establishing and maintaining a formal style. 

W.6.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or 

explanation presented. 

W.6.2f 

 I can identify a concluding statement or section that follows, from the information or 

explanation presented. 

 I can determine a supportive concluding statement or section that follows from the 

information or explanation presented. 

 I can write informative or explanatory texts to: examine a topic; convey ideas, 

concepts or information through text-selection, organization, analysis or relevant 

concepts. 

 I can provide a concluding statement, or section that follows, from the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.6.4 

 I can produce a written work that is clear, coherent, and appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience 
W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 

interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills 

to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

W.6.6 

 I can use the Internet to produce and publish writing. 

 I can work with others to search the Internet for information and type our findings in a 

paper. 

 I can demonstrate keyboarding skills to type at least three pages in a single setting. 

  



 

W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the 

credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources 

W.6.8 

 I can gather relevant information from multiple resources. 

 I can paraphrase the information and credit sources to avoid plagiarism. 

Communication Workshop: Oral Response to Literature 
SL.6.1c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making 

comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion 

SL.6.1c 

 I can reflect on discussion topics using evidence from text, issue, and/or topic. 

 I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing knowledge of grade 6 

topics and texts. 

 I can pose specific questions to clarify understanding and probe ideas presented. 

 I can respond to questions with detail, using evidence from the topic or text. 

 I can connect comments to the remarks of others. 

 I can express ideas clearly, referencing evidence from the topic and text. 

SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 

facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 

volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.6.4 

 I can determine a logical sequence for presenting my claims and findings. 

 I can support my claims with descriptions, facts, and details, 

 I can present my information using appropriate eye contract, adequate volume, and 

clear pronunciation. 

SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.6.6. 

 I can identify various reasons for speaking (e.g., informational, descriptive, formal, and 

informal). 

 I can determine if I need to use formal or informal English for particular speaking tasks. 

 I can compose a formal speech that demonstrates a command of grade 6 Language 

standards. 

Language 
L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking 

L.6.1 

 I can demonstrate correct Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.6.2 

 I can apply correct capitalization, punctuation and spelling when writing. 

L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 
 

L.6.5a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. L.6.5a 

 I can identify and define different types of figurative language. 

 I can analyze text to locate figurative language and interpret meanings in context. 

L.6.5b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 

item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

L.6.5b 

 I can distinguish among the different types of word relationships (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) for clarity. 

 I can analyze the relationships between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) for clarity. 

L.6.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

L.6.5c 

 I can define the terms denotations and connotations of words. 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations (e.g., sting, 



 

 

scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty) 


